Smt. Rebecca Vanessa Suchiang
Chief Secretary

Government of Meghalaya
Main Secretariat Building
Rilang Building, Room No. 321
Meghalaya Secretariat

Shillong - 793001

04 April 2022

Subject: Please prohibit the manufacture, sale, and use of cruel and
illegal gestation and farrowing crates for pig farms.

e e S

Dear Suchiang Ji:

[ am writing to you from People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
(PETA) India on behalf of our more than two million members and
supporters to request that your ministry advise the State governments 1o
prohibit the manufacture, sale, and use of gestation and farrowing crates
for pig farming since they are in violation of Section 11(1)(e} of The
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960#as confirmed recently by the
Indian Council of Agricultural Research’s National Research Centre on
Pig via a Right to Information response (Annexure A), the Directorate of
Animal Husbandry, Punjab and Chandigarh, through a 2014 circular
(Annexure B), by the Kamataka Animal Welfare Board (Annexure C)
and Goa Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Services (Annexure D) in
September 2021. In February of this year, Madhya Pradesh Animal
Husbandry and Dairying Department issued a similar circular, directing
all deputy directors in the state to inspect and subsequently stop any use
of gestation and farrowing crates in piggeries state-wide (Annexure E).
Last month, the Directorate of Animal Husbandry, Government of
Rajasthan, issued a circular advising all Joint Directors of the Department
of Animal Husbandry to coordinate with the district administrators
statewide to ensure compliance with prohibiting the use of cruel and
illegal gestation and farrowing crates in pig farming (Annexure F).
Additionally, the Uttarakhand Animal Welfare Board has endorsed such a
prohibition on gestation and farrowing crates and forwarded their
representation to the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry &
Dairying (Annexure G). Substantially, the Animal Welfare Board of
[ndia has wrnitten the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry &
Dairying requesting an action taken report on the use of gestation and
farrowing crates in pig farming nationwide (Annexure H).

Gestation and farrowing crates are cruel, controversial features of
intensive pig farming, and their routine use has been banned in various
countries around the world. Gestation crates (also called sow stalls) are

metal cages used to confine pregnant pigs. They are essentially the size of

a pig's body, with concrete or slatted floors, leaving the animals unable 10
turn around or even stand up without difficulty and forcing them to lie in
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their own waste. Farrowing crates are where pigs are transferred to give
birth and typically kept for several weeks until their piglets are taken
away. They are fundamentally the same as gcstation crates, except for
small side rooms for niglets.

Both gestation and farrowing crates are so narrow that mother pigs are
denied everything that’s natural and impontant to them, such as
opportunities to move, forage, build a nest for their young, socialise with
other pigs, regulate their body temperature (such as by wallowing in
mud), move away from their own bodily waste, protect their young, or
even adjust when piglets may painfully nibble at their teats. Lying on
their sides on concrete while nursing piglets, mother pigs often develop
pressure sores that can become infected from filth, The small concrete or
metal barved area of a farrowing crate is, in fact, so cramped that it
doesn’t allow a mother pig to nuzzle, clean, or even see her piglets well.
The extreme stress and frustration caused by this severe confinement
results in abnormal behaviour, such as when sows constantly bite at the
enclosure bars or continuously “chew™ air.

Photographic evidence of the sale and use of gesiation and farrowing
crates in the country is included as Annexupe [, even though the Indian
Council of Agricultural Research’s National Research Centre on Pig
clearly states that such crates do not allow the opportunity for reasonable
movement are illegal.

Section [ 1(1)(e) of the PCA Act, 1960, states that 1t 1s a punishable
offence if anyone “keeps or confines any animal in any cage or other
receptacle which does not measure sufficiently in height, length and
breadth to permit the animal a reasonable opportunity for movement™,
The objective of both gestation and farrowing crates is to resirict a sow
from making movements and are, thus, illegal and inherently cruel.

For all these reasons, may I request that you issue an order prohibiting the
manufacture, sale, and use of cruel and illegal gestation and farrowing
crates? Thank you for your time and consideration. We kindly request a
copy of any circular issued as a result of this lefter. [ would be happy to
provide any assistance you might need and can be reached at
Farhatu@petaindia.org, and at 8527506382.

Yours sincerely,
Farkat

Farhat Ul Ain ~
Advocacy Associate
PETA India
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Wi,/ ICAR-NATIONAL RESEARCH CENTRE ON PIG

lg (Indian Council of Agricultural Research)
ey RANL GUWAHATI-781131, ASSAM, INDIA
AR (An I1SO 9001:2015 Certified [nstitute) >

Dr. R_ Islam. Principal Scicotis( & CPIO
File No. 249/ NRCP/ RTI1/ 2008/ D~ 1-111 Dated 03.07.2021

To,
mr‘ Pradeep Ranjan Doley Barman
House No. 76, Defence Enclave, Preet Vihar
Opposite Pillar No. 87, Vikas Marg
New Delhi - 110092

Sub: Furnishing the required information under RT[ Act - reg.

Ref. Your RTI Application No. Nil dated 12% May, 2021 received by post on
14% June, 2021

Sir,

In reference to your RTE Application No. Nii dated 12% May, 2021 received by
India post on 14t June, 2021 at ICAR-National Research Centre on Pig, Rani,
Guwahati, [ am furnishing herewith the information received from APIO
(Scientific Matters), [ICAR-NRC on Pig for favour of your information, which is
self explanatory.

Thanking you,

sincerely

M

Pr. Scientist & CPIO

Phone-Fax: 0361-2847195%, 2847221; Website: https://nrcp.icar.gov.in/



To
Dr. Raflqul tslam,
Pr. Scientist & CPIO,
ICAR-NRC on Pig, Rani, Guwahati

Date: 02-07-2021

Sub: ProvidIng the required information under RT) Act,2005-reg
Ref: RTl application forwarded by CPIO dated 14-06-2021.

Sir,

In reference to the subject cited above, | am
mentioned below:

furnishing herewith the available information as

| SI. No. | RT! query

Remarks

1 Q.1: Are gestation crate/ farrowing
crates illegal as per section 11{1)e of
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals act
19607

Section 11{1) e of PCA act 1960 mentions about
“confines any animal in a cage or other receptacle
which does not measure sufficiently in height,
length, and breadth to permit the animal any
reasonable opportunity for movement”.

Accordingly, use of any gestation crate/farrowing
crate. which does not measure sufficiently in
height, tength, and breadth to permit the anima!
any reasonable opportunity for movement is
illegal.

2 Q.2: Does the NRCP actively
recommend and promote the use -of
gestation and farrowing crates in
india?

NRCP does not have any programme to
recommend/promote the use of
gestatlon/farrowing crates in India.

Thanking

you,

Yours Sincerely,

. as)
Sr. Scientist & APIO, Scientific Matters

@
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Directorate Animal Husbandry, Punjab, Chandigarh,
(Development Branch)

io
1. Deputy Directors,
Animal Husbandry,
(District level), Punjab. \
2. Deputy Director, Animal Husbandry,
(Poultry & Piggery), Punjab.
Chandigarh.
Memo No: 7/10/08-D2/ 3433 -5y Chandigarh, Dated: |3 -§-22/Y4
Subject:-  Animal Welfare issue- use of gestation crates in pigs-regarding.

With reference to the subject cited above, the instructions were
issued vide letter no; 7/10/08-D2/13030-52 dated: 04-08-2014 by this office in
which emphasis is laid on to check the use of gestation crates for pigs by the
piggery farmers. In continuation of above letter you are hereby directed to visit
the piggery farms under your jurisdiction to ensure that no piggery farm is using
gestation crates at the farm. If any farmer/farm is found using gestation creates,
penal action should be taken against such farmer/farm for the violation of the
section 11(1{e) of “The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960” which is as:-
“any animal in any cage or receptacle which does not measure sufficiently in
height, length and breadth to permit the animal @ reasonable oppcrtunity for

movement and express their natural behavior.”
You are also instructed to visit all the farms within period of 10 days

mate this office with action taken reports in this regard.

od :
Directom%\andry,

Purﬂab,Chandiga'h.E}f,

and inti
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Endst No: 7/10/08-D2/ 12497 - < g Chandigarh, Dated: | -5\
A copy of above is forward to the following for information and

necessary action:-

1. Joint Commissioner, Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairy Dev. & Fisheries,
Government of India, Krishi Bhawan, New Dethi.

2. Secretary, Animal Welfare Board of india, Post Box No: 8672, 13/1, Third
Seaward Road, Valmiki Nagar, Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai-600041.

3. Deputy Director, General (Animal Science), indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR), Krishi Bhawan, Dr. Rajendra Prasad road, New Delhi-110114.

4. People for Animal Chandigarh (PFA}, Chandigarh, # 600, Mitk Colony, Dhanas,
Chandigarh.

5. Sh. Sukhwinder Singh, Village Ko_tli, Tehsil Payal, Distt. Ludhiana, President

Piggery Association, Punjab with the direction to instruct all the members of

: D:E%JOH

Director Animal Husbanary,
Punjab, Chandigarh. ‘}/

the association regarding aforementioned matter.
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Government of Karnataka

Department of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Services

Karnataka Animal Welfare Board

Dr.|| B.N, Shivaram,
Member Secretary
Number: Member/ Kaprakama/Technical / 2021-22
Date; 06/09/2021
30 District Deputy Directors
Department of Animal Husbandry andg Veterinary Services.

------- District
Respected sirfmadam,

Subject: Prohibiting the manufacture, sale and use of gestation and farrowing crates for pig
farming.

Reference: People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, Post Box 28260, -Juhu, Mumbai-400049.
Letter dated: 25/08/2021.

In reference to the above, in the letter by the People for the Ethical Trealtment of Animals, Post Box
28260, Juhu, Mumbai (copy attached) it has been indicated that in pig farming the gestation and
farrowing crates are being manufactured, sold and used in violation of Section 11{1) e of Animal
Husbandry Act 1960 and are te be banned from deing so. ’

Because in the said metal crates there is insufficient space and it is problomatic for the mother pig and

pigglets to move, and since they are to live on their own feces and urine it causes sores and diseases, it
is asked (o prohibit the manufacture, sale and use of these types of gestation and farrowing crates.

Yours faithfully

Signature:

Member Secretary

Copy: - Submitted tc Pradeep Rajan Doley Barman.

Member Secretary

Karnataka Animal Welfare Board Hebbal,

“Bangalore-560024

Tetter _

|Office: Opposite C.lI, Office, Ballari Road, Hebhala, Bangalore - 560 024



Government of Goa
Directorate of Animal Husbandry & Veterinary Services
Fashusamvardhan Bhavan, Patto,
Panaji, Goa - 403 001, India.

Prone Nos +91({0832) 2437245 Fax No +91 (0832} 2437244

Websie www ahvs qoa.qoyv i E-mail’ dir-ahvs goa@@mic n

File No: 14-G-AHIGSAWB/2021-22/ 222 < Date: 08/0G/2021
CIRCULAR

As per communication received from People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals (PETA), manufacture, sale and use of gestation and farrowing crates for
pig farming are In violation of Section 11(1){e) of the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animais Act. 1960 and as further confirmed by the Indian Council of Agncultura!
Research’'s National Research Centre on Pig. Gestation and farrowing crates are

cruel, controversial features of intensive pig farming

Section 11{1){e) of the PCA Act. 1960. states that it 1s cruelty and a
punishable offence if anyone “keeps or confines any animai in any cage or olher
receptacle which does not measure sufficiently in height. length and ‘breadth to
permit the animal a reasonable opportunity for movement”. Both gestation and
farrowing crates fail to allow a sow to make reasonable movements and are,

thus. illegal.

In view of the above, all Assistant Directors / Veterinary Officers of the
Department are required to immediately comply on the above matter and prohibit the

use of both gestation and farrowing crates in Goa.

This is for strict compliance.

(e GE (Dr. Agostirtho Misquita)
. {2-5 . Director
To.

"All Asst. Directors / Veterinary Qfficers

Incharge of ‘-
Veterinary Hospitals ~ Mapusa. Sonsodo-Raia Margao. Ponda. Tonca. Honda

Velerinary Dispensaries - Calangute. Shiroda. Usgao. Pirna. Bicholim. Gawane
Mandrem. Dharbandora. Mollem. Siolim. Pernem. Valpoi. Netravaiim. Sanguem.
Vasco. Quepem. Majorda. Navelim. Canacona. Powrguinim. Cuncolm. Varca
Chandel. Savoi Verem. Sal

Annexuse D
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. The Member Secretary. DSPCA North & South Goa
. The Directer of Education (India), Mission Rabies. WVS. Fial #8-C2

Veternanary Hospital Complex. Tonca. Miramar. Pana) ~ Goa

The Director. Worldwide Veterinary Services. Near Assagao Fanchayat, Madungo
Vaddo. Assagao, Bardez - Goa.

People For Animals, Near Goa Dairy, Curt), Ponda - Goea.

People For Animals. Shantinagar Road. Maimollem. Mormugace, Goa.

Noah's Animat Care Shelter. H. No. 4/99B. Porba Vaddo, Calangute - Goa

The Hen. Secretary, Panjim Animal Welfare Society (PAWS). Tambdi Mat;,
Electricity Colony. St. Inez, Panaji — Goa.
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ANIMAL WELFARE BOARD OF INDIA
Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Govt. ol Indie
(Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying)
NIAW Campus, 42 Mile Stone, Delhi-Agra Highway
EETNTS NH-2, Ballabhgarh, Haryana-121004
W% Email: animalwelfareboard@gmail.com : Website: www.awbi.in

;) a

R

To,

Shn Narender Kumar,

Under Secretary (A-1I1 NLM)

Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying,
Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying,
36, Janpath Road, Ground Floor,

Chandralok Building, New Delhi - 110 001,

Subject: Request for issue of an advisory to prohibit the manufacture, sale
and use of both gestation and farrowing crates in Pig farming — Reg

Ref, : Letter dated 17.1.2022 received on 28.1.2022 from PeTA India

Sir,

With reference to the above cited subject, it is submitted that the
Board received a letter from PeTA India requesting the Board to issue an
advisory to prohibit the manufacture, sale and use of both gestation and
farrowing crates in Pig farming. A letter is attached herewith which is self-
explanatory.

In this regard, I am directed to forward the above request to you for
information and further necessary action. A copy of the action taken report
be forwarded to the Board for information and record.

Yours sincerely,

Jos

(Prachi Jain}
Assistant Secretary

Encl.: as above.
Copy to: Mr. Farhat Ul Ain, Advocacy Associate, PeTA India for information.

No.8-15/2021-22/HE 77 'Date: 07.02.2022-
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